
The Edward R. Murrow College of Communication 
COM 333: Reporting Across Platforms 

Instructor:  Tracy Simmons 
Office:  Jackson 200C 
Office Hours:  Fridays 9-10 a.m., or by appointment 
Phone:  335-5219 
Cell:                (509) 240-1830 (no calls after 9 p.m., please. Texting is OK!)    
Email:   tracy.m.simmons@wsu.edu 
Twitter:           @reportertracy 

Materials & Resources 
• Associated Press Stylebook 
• Video and audio recorder (smart phone OK) 
• Video editing software (Adobe Creative Cloud available in labs) 
• Local and national news source 
• Writing and Reporting for the Media (Com 300) will be beneficial, but not mandatory 
• Twitter account 
• Slack account (will get invitation from instructor) 

Course overview 
This beginning reporting course is designed to teach students basic news reporting, writing and production skills 
for all media platforms. In this class students work as journalists and will report and produce original news 
stories suitable for publication across digital platforms, which includes social media.  

By the end of the semester, students should have newsgathering and reporting skills necessary for internships or 
next-level courses across the communication spectrum, from advertising and public relations to journalism and 
organizational communication. 

Please bookmark www.simmonsjournalism.wordpress.com for up-to-date course information. 

Prerequisites: COM 210, COM 295/300 

Course Learning Goals 

• Reporting skills sufficient for an entry-level position. 
• Ability to create news reports for traditional and new media.  
• Ability to distinguish among journalistic, promotional, reflective, and opinion styles of writing. 
• Ability to tell stories across media platforms in ethical, timely, effective and accurate ways. 

mailto:tracy.m.simmons@wsu.edu
http://www.simmonsjournalism.wordpress.com


Course Curriculum Mapping 

ComJour 333: Reporting Across Platforms

Program SLOs   SLO1: Demonstrate 
Knowledge of Communication 
Concepts

SLO2: Acquire and analyze 
information per communication  
objectives

SLO3: Create 
communication products 
via multiple platforms

Course Learning Goals

Demonstrate an ability 
to write critically on  
issues related to local, 
regional, national and 
world events.

Skill Level: Reinforce  
 
Students are expected to read 
and contribute to discussions 
about current and newsworthy 
events.  
Research will use credible 
global, national and local news 
outlets.  
 
Assessed in quizzes and 
reporting assignments.

Skill Level: Reinforce  
 
Students gather information to 
critically assess  
and report on a range of relevant 
and timely news  
topics.  
   
Assessed in quizzes and 
reporting assignments.

Skill Level: Reinforce  
 
Students apply media and 
global news literacy  
concepts and 
newsgathering criteria 
exercises  
to better identify their own 
reporting topics.  
 
Assessed in reporting 
assignments.

Demonstrate an ability 
to conduct research on 
a topic of their choice,  
conduct interviews and 
present their findings in 
professional  
journalistic style.

Skill Level: Master  
 
Students apply concepts from 
readings and  
research to a specific reporting 
project 
and process.  
 
Assessed in reporting 
assignments.

Skill Level: Master  
 
Students collect and analyze 
information  
about the news topic and 
reporting subjects  
from multiple perspectives.  
 
Assessed in reporting 
assignments.

Skill Level: Master  
 
Students apply concepts 
from readings, lectures 
and  
workshops to create 
original news stories 
through  
traditional and digital 
platforms.  
 
Assessed in reporting 
assignments.

Develop a better 
understanding of how 
U.S. 
legal and constitutional 
protections protect  
freedom of speech, 
expression and the 
press.

Skill Level: Reinforce  
 
Students are expected to read 
and contribute to  
discussions about timely and 
historically-relevant  
legal and constitutional issues 
related to journalism.  
 
Assessed in quizzes and/or 
reporting assignments.

Skill Level: Reinforce  
 
Students gather information to 
critically assess  
and discuss issues associated 
with legal and  
constitutional protections 
associated with journalism  
in the U.S. and in a global 
context.  
 
Assessed in quizzes and/or 
reporting assignments.

Skill Level: Reinforce  
 
Students apply knowledge 
of legal and constitutional  
protections to their 
original news reporting 
assignments.  
 
Assessed in quizzes and/or 
reporting assignments.



Demonstrate an ability 
to report on and be 
sensitive to  
issues from different 
cultures and global 
perspectives.

Skill Level: Reinforce  
 
Students discuss and explore 
timely and  
historically-relevant news 
topics and media  
coverage from multiple 
cultural and global  
perspectives.  
 
Assessed in quizzes and/or 
reporting assignments.

Skill Level: Reinforce  
 
Students learn to account for 
cultural  
and geographic factors and their 
impact  
on media coverage and 
discourses.  
 
Assessed in quizzes and/or 
reporting assignments.

Skill Level: Reinforce  
 
Students assess and 
develop news reporting  
with sensitivity to 
differing cultures and  
geographic perspectives.  
 
Assessed in various 
reporting assignments.



SELECT UNIVERSITY POLICIES 

Academic Integrity Statement 

Cheating and academic misconduct are defined in WSU's Academic Integrity Policy, which can 
be found in the WSU Student Handbook (WAC 504-26-202—Acts of Dishonesty and WAC 
504-26-010--Definitions). It is your responsibility to read and understand these definitions. Lack 
of knowledge is not an excuse for academic misconduct. One of the common violations is 
plagiarism, which is misappropriation of intellectual property without giving due credit to the 
author. Instructors in the Murrow College use Turnitin (www.turnitin.com), a software 
application that is specifically designed to detect plagiarism. Please note that self-plagiarism is 
still plagiarism and everything you turn in for this class should be created for this class, in this 
semester. That is, you cannot turn in a paper you submitted in a prior attempt at this course, or in 
a different course. Anyone who violates WSU’s Standards of Conduct for Students will be 
reported to the Office of Student Affairs. When academic misconduct charges are brought against 
a student, she or he no longer has the option of withdrawing from the class, and can be 
retroactively re-enrolled in the class. Copying is a form of academic dishonesty and will not be 
tolerated. Do not copy or allow others to steal or copy from your work. When two or more 
students are found to turn in identical or overly similar work, all students will receive equal 
punishment. If a student steals or copies your work against your will, you should report the 
incident immediately to your instructor. 

The minimum penalty for a violation of WSU's Standards of Conduct for Students is a zero on 
the assignment or test without an option to make up the points lost. In addition, a full letter-grade 
will be deducted from the final grade earned in the class. Penalty ranges from this minimum to 
an F in the course. Instructors may consider mitigating circumstances and have some latitude in 
assigning sanctions. In addition, the Office of Student Standards and Accountability may impose 
other punishments, including expulsion from the University. 

Reasonable Accommodation Syllabus Statement 
Reasonable accommodations are available for students with a documented disability. If you have 
a disability and need accommodations to fully participate in this class, please either visit or call 
the Access Center (Washington Building 217; 509-335-3417) to schedule an appointment with 
an Access Advisor. All accommodations MUST be approved through the Access Center. 

Safety Statement 
WSU is committed to enhancing the safety of the students, faculty, staff, and visitors. It is highly 

recommended that you review the Campus Safety Plan (http://safetyplan.wsu.edu/) and visit 
the Office of Emergency Management website (http://oem.wsu.edu/) for a comprehensive 
listing of university policies, procedures, statistics, and information related to campus safety, 
emergency management, and health and welfare of the campus community.

Campus and Classroom Safety Statement
Classroom and campus safety are of paramount importance at Washington State University, and 
are the shared responsibility of the entire campus population.  WSU urges students to follow the 
“Alert, Assess, Act” protocol for all types of emergencies and the “Run, Hide, Fight” response 

http://safetyplan.wsu.edu/
http://oem.wsu.edu/
https://connect.wsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=HMQorbNqo2PO0qe6UZ2d9PjjDzbJWEMKLI5PFdopvCLT6jreZwvTCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwB3AHcAdwAuAGYAYgBpAC4AZwBvAHYALwBhAGIAbwB1AHQALQB1AHMALwBjAGkAcgBnAC8AYQBjAHQAaQB2AGUALQBzAGgAbwBvAHQAZQByAC0AYQBuAGQALQBtAGEAcwBzAC0AYwBhAHMAdQBhAGwAdAB5AC0AaQBuAGMAaQBkAGUAbgB0AHMALwByAHUAbgAtAGgAaQBkAGUALQBmAGkAZwBoAHQALQB2AGkAZABlAG8A&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fbi.gov%2fabout-us%2fcirg%2factive-shooter-and-mass-casualty-incidents%2frun-hide-fight-video


for an active shooter incident. Remain ALERT (through direct observation or emergency 
notification), ASSESS your specific situation, and ACT in the most appropriate way to assure 
your own safety (and the safety of others if you are able).
 
Please sign up for emergency alerts on your account at MyWSU. For more information on this 
subject, campus safety, and related topics, please view the FBI’s Run, Hide, Fight video and visit 
the WSU safety portal.

Commercial Note-taking in Class:

Copyright 2016-17 Tracy Simmons, Instructor
This syllabus and all  course-related materials,  presentations, lectures,  etc.  are my intellectual 
property and may be protected by copyright. Selling class notes through commercial note-taking 
services, without my written advance permission, could be viewed as copyright infringement 
and/or  an  academic  integrity  violation,  WAC  504-26-010  (3)  (a,b,c,i).  Further,  the  use  of 
university electronic resources (e.g. Blackboard) for commercial purposes, including advertising 
to other students to buy notes, is a violation of WSU’s computer abuses and theft policy (WAC 
504-26-218), a violation of WSU’s Electronic Communication policy (EP 4), and also violates 
the terms of use for the Blackboard software program. 

First Week Class Attendance (Rule 72) 
Students who do not attend class during the first week of the semester will likely be dropped 
from the course. Students with extenuating circumstances should notify the Office of Student 
Affairs.  Valid reasons for missing class do not relieve the student of their responsibility for that 1

missed work. 

Academic Regulations, Rule 34a 
Students may only repeat a course graded C- or below one time at WSU during fall or spring 
semesters. Additional repeats are allowed from another institution or at WSU during summer 
terms or by special permission of the academic unit offering the course. 

University Communication with Students 
All official WSU email communication must be sent to students’ WSU email address. Absolutely 
NO communication will be sent to external addresses (e.g., yahoo, gmail, and so forth). We will 
use either the email within Blackboard or “email.wsu.edu” system.  

Late/Missed Work 
Deadlines are crucial in this class, just like they are in a newsroom. Failure to meet deadlines 
will result in a lower grade. All assignments must be completed to receive credit in the course. 
Late assignments will receive partial credit towards the final grade. 

Class Attendance 
Attendance is vital as participation will count toward the final grade. Students may have two 
unexcused absences per semester before points are deducted. Students who miss class, excused 
or unexcused, are responsible for getting the assignment and notes. Individuals who have six or 
more unexcused absences will receive none of the points designated for participation. 

 The Office of Student Affairs can be found at http://www.studentaffairs.wsu.edu/.1

https://connect.wsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=UriGeFb7FbkihOv665ECFY7GcvV8fDBL4pnwK7lHyELT6jreZwvTCGgAdAB0AHAAOgAvAC8AdwB3AHcALgBtAHkALgB3AHMAdQAuAGUAZAB1AC8A&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.my.wsu.edu%2f
https://connect.wsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=HMQorbNqo2PO0qe6UZ2d9PjjDzbJWEMKLI5PFdopvCLT6jreZwvTCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwB3AHcAdwAuAGYAYgBpAC4AZwBvAHYALwBhAGIAbwB1AHQALQB1AHMALwBjAGkAcgBnAC8AYQBjAHQAaQB2AGUALQBzAGgAbwBvAHQAZQByAC0AYQBuAGQALQBtAGEAcwBzAC0AYwBhAHMAdQBhAGwAdAB5AC0AaQBuAGMAaQBkAGUAbgB0AHMALwByAHUAbgAtAGgAaQBkAGUALQBmAGkAZwBoAHQALQB2AGkAZABlAG8A&URL=https%3a%2f%2fwww.fbi.gov%2fabout-us%2fcirg%2factive-shooter-and-mass-casualty-incidents%2frun-hide-fight-video
https://connect.wsu.edu/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=WuTKWtHWvR1QW7HzJyzJJ8T4M93AUEWRIpmVKDhLvorT6jreZwvTCGgAdAB0AHAAcwA6AC8ALwBmAGEAYwB1AGwAdAB5AC4AdwBzAHUALgBlAGQAdQAvAGMAbABhAHMAcwByAG8AbwBtAC0AcwBhAGYAZQB0AHkALwA.&URL=https%3a%2f%2ffaculty.wsu.edu%2fclassroom-safety%2f
http://www.studentaffairs.wsu.edu/


Behavior 
Students are expected to treat their peers, and their instructor, with respect at all times. That 
means no interrupting, no texting and no using a computer unless it is for a class assignment or 
for notes. It also means being on time to class. 

Since students are expected to work as journalists in this class, they are expected to act as 
professionals when in the field, and follow journalistic standards. 

Evaluation Criteria 
Students will have a clear set of evaluation criteria for each specific assignment. Each rubric will 
involve content criteria (your product adhering to conventions discussed in class), organization 
criteria (your product organized in a way that reaches the intended audience), and grammar 
criteria (your product being free of grammatical errors). 

Discriminatory Conduct Statement:
Discrimination, including discriminatory harassment, sexual harassment, and sexual misconduct 
(including stalking, intimate partner violence, and sexual violence) is prohibited at WSU 
(See WSU Policy Prohibiting Discrimination, Sexual Harassment, and Sexual 
Misconduct (Executive Policy 15) and WSU Standards of Conduct for Students). 
If you feel you have experienced or have witnessed discriminatory conduct, you can contact the 
WSU Office for Equal Opportunity (OEO) and/or the WSU Title IX Coordinator at 
509-335-8288 to discuss resources, including confidential resources, and reporting options. 
(Visit oeo.wsu.edu for more information). 
Most WSU employees, including faculty, who have information regarding sexual harassment or 
sexual misconduct are required to report the information to OEO or a designated Title IX 
Coordinator or Liaison.  (Visit oeo.wsu.edu/reporting-requirements for more info). 

http://public.wsu.edu/~forms/HTML/EPM/EP15_Discrimination_Sexual_Harassment_and_Sexual_Misconduct.htm
http://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=504-26
http://oeo.wsu.edu/title-ix/
http://oeo.wsu.edu/
http://oeo.wsu.edu/reporting-requirements/


Story Grading 
Rubric: 

Because each 
assignment has 
different 
requirements, each 
assignment has 
different grading 
criteria. Specific 
rubrics will be 
handed our for 
each assignments. 
However, below is 
the story rubric for 
all written stories: 

GRADE CRITERIA

A 
A-

The copy is very well-written, thorough and is free of mistakes in 
style and grammar. The facts are accurate.  
The  lead  is  clear  and  concise.  The  copy  is  well-organized  and 
contains  effective  transitions,  quotations  and  descriptions.  The 
copy is ready for publication or broadcast. The required number of 
sources is met. The writer’s personal opinion is left out of the story.

B+ 
B 
B-

The copy is  well-written but  contains  minor  errors  in  style  and 
grammar.  The lead is solid and summarizes the copy.  Most of the 
information is presented clearly and according to proper writing 
style. It requires minimal editing for publication or broadcast. Facts 
are accurate. The required number of sources is met. The writer’s 
personal opinion is left out of the story.

C+ 
C 
C-

The copy is not well written, and shows a lack of organization. The 
copy may have a rambling, vague lead or a lead that is too long and 
is  poorly  constructed.  The  body  is  clumsy  and  transitions  and 
quotes aren’t effective. There is an excess of style and grammar 
errors. The copy requires a much editing. It cannot be published or 
broadcast  as  is.  There  are  inaccuracies.  The required number of 
sources has not been met. The writer’s personal opinion is found in 
the story. 

D+ 
D

The copy  shows very  little  organization  or  purpose.  It  contains 
many of the necessary facts, but they are so ineffectively presented 
or inaccurate that a major rewriting effort is needed to make the 
copy  cohesive.  The  copy  has  too  many  style  and  grammar 
mistakes.  It can be published or aired only after extensive editing 
and  rewriting.  The required number of sources has not been met. 
The writer’s personal opinion is found in the story. 

F The  copy  is  libelous,  incomplete,  confusing  and/or  has  many 
factual  errors.  Style  and  grammar  errors  are  found  throughout. 
Correct writing is either missing or lost completely. It cannot be 
published  or  aired.  The required number of sources has not been 
met. The writer’s personal opinion is found in the story. 



Turning in Assignments 
Written assignments must be typed and double-spaced and submitted via turnitin.com, unless 
otherwise directed. 

Course Grading 
Attendance and Participation: 10 percent 
In-class exercises: 15 percent 
Quizzes: 10 percent 
Stories: 50 percent 
Final project: 15 percent

COURSE ASSIGNMENTS 
In this class there will be weekly news quizzes. There will also be many in-class assignments and 
various homework projects. The major reporting assignments are below. 

Reporting Assignments: All stories must be local to Spokane and/or Gonzaga and must 
include two in-person interviews. Sources contact information must be turned in with the 
assignment. All stories must be approved by your instructor. 

1) Preview/Advance Story with photo: This is a written story about an event — a speech, play, 
concert, etc. — that is going to happen. A photo must be included that moves the story 
forward. DUE: Jan. 29 

http://turnitin.com


2) Feature Story: This is a written in-depth news story on a topic that is unusual, interesting or 
surprising.  Can be a human interest story, a profile or a trend story. Must use audio AND 
photo. DUE: Feb. 26 

3) News story: Hard news story that is timely about something going on on campus or in 
Spokane. Must include video AND visual element. DUE: March 18 

4) Story of Choosing: This is a story on a topic of your choice that is told through some 
combination of multimedia, visual elements AND social media. DUE: April 15 

Final: For your final, you will be broken into teams. Your team will report on a news story 
through text, multimedia, visual elements and social media. Then you will present your project to 
the class. Team members will grade each other on participation. Due finals week.  



COURSE SCHEDULE  
(subject to change) 

Week 1: Defining and Understanding News, News budget 
Week 2: What is a Preview Story, News photography, guest speaker 
Week 3: First story due, Telling the Story, Digital Entrepreneurship 
Week 4: The Art of Interviewing  
Week 5: Audio Storytelling 
Week 6: Attribution, Quotes 
Week 7: Leads 
Week 8: Second story due, Feature Writing 
Week 9: Being an Observer, News writing, Visual story telling  
Week 10:  Spring Vacation 
Week 11: Third story due, Finding and analyzing trends and data 
Week 12: Multimedia Storytelling, holiday  
Week 12: Fact Checking, social media story telling  
Week 13: Media Law 
Week 14: Media ethics 
Week 15: Fourth story due, divide into teams 
Week 16: Lab Time 
Week 17: Final presentations


